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, , . .....tli more damaging- P" n,t,vc measures. 

" |,,,l,n ; i IP I,,. extended a hand from *l»y one. Ihe 
()., .is >idr. die "M".". * ;i:.,!«^r-« orincip.il secretary Mr 

%I.IICIHt*lll 

Hri|0<ti 

into 



,p "r V JP li« extended a hand from nay one. In 
N,dl '- , J Ti c Minister's principal sccretar>. Mi 
u-,,1 o\ me wiilinmicss to consider brinjjin 



itti 

Indin .""J'l^ts Tin"* eould bc interpreted to 

comprehensive 



,cm ban .a-a.y-but n> a full nuclear pouer 
c»<m r *.— " ... one it is a simple statement of 

Th „ N ««t «"««™ u|C ^; C ; er sta ,,,s is a Handicap 

,nJi: '/ U ^r ud« - oslon. Between the US response 
wa»-pcaccln miclcar e » common 

I, and fu.nihnent of global commitments. 
I.ervL. India could find itself ... a graveyard sp.n 
drivc „ hv international recrimination and deteriorating 
regional i..^c..rh>. Most damaging would be the second. 
Pakisl.n will probable detonate a bomb. If Indian tails to 
piny south Asia into the global nuclear system, the region 
could sl.ort-circ.it South Asia's nuclear equation has been 
stable lor scars. The blasts may destabilize thing!,. India 
cinnoi afford n nuclear arms race. Nuclear weapons are not a 
cheap option. The Cold War showed that weapons 
production represented only a tenth of {he costs of nuclear 
deployment. Pakistan is a weaker economy but it can 
probably, count on China to help it balance India's greater 
wealth. A cold shoulder from the international community 
and a neighborhood weapons pileiip would neither help 
India's seenrit) nor get it out of the third world poverty trap. 
There is little doubt the government faces a challenge. But 
compared to testing, converting the impetus gained from the 
PoMirnn tests into something diplomatically tangible is 
infinitely more difficult. 

(The Telegraph. 13 Slay I WS) 
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Sotf*^ 0>JVL sltfU? i j/5t uC u L *t/u L L 



,.,lf ihc *d»aniag« of being » declared or* 
while dcnjing ,,%c " ,| rhe l.ncsi nrc an a *«rnnn 

Thai etunged *•».*"> doil , B all il mini «" c«s»rc i)4 

,h.n ihc counif) '* * » , ,- fSl $ , ¥ „ of full cipccied 
%eC ur.i> "<>' """T' alrcad% assessed Hoi •« can f,v c 
punishment, which n n 



sviih 



' . . t , rvc | 0 nmcnis are a logical ci.hiiinaiion of 

,hc dircciion ihai nu ' .mcmaJional opprobrium 

da> , Having deaded u « N«e m mnn) , esK „ „ ,^ 

„ nuVcs cmmcnl * c, " c from a pOS1 , l0 n ol Mrcngih. Ihit 
a „d ihc. lo sign «^ hj|ia Jld ,„ , I)C ,„„., ip , 0 ,| lc 

,< cx aell> * rance ' , Jltcf llHl „,^ sure the., 
"Tar S^o-Sio. suffer ,ro,n a h.m on fur,,,, 

„ S T«.Me their I-" s ' m " ,J,, °" »'"« 

,01s nuM"*. P* M,miin ihc Indian »:os cmmon'i 

° nl> Sphere .occmiu pans of, he 

CTHr 1 '^ an'^ in lha, " foiuli.io.,,, 

SI, 00 n ..eh need no,, perhaps, be rend .n,o ihni Present 
, demanded India > unconditional accession «o ,hi« 
k d American nnj -n. countenance anuhmg short of 
E *Bui Ind.a-s current pos.nou is. as likely n< no,, a 
Uoiiann. amcc -hid, could become more 
accommodating if ihc world con.mu..,t>. and cspcc.nlls 
America acrccs ,0 snficn ihc blow of sanctions and other 
auion India can now well allord ,0 be sec. to be 
conciliators and accede fully <o C. Indeed ., ssoiild 
disadvantageous in the extreme for it not to do so. 
Fortunately there seems little indication that tins government 
is inclined to follosv such a course but i, mus, nevertheless 
be warned against spoiling a brave enterprise, well executed. 

(The hulum ExpivM Muv 1 1 WW) 
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Aftershock 



. , aV ,ai\<i «bc Isharatiya Jama Parts led goscrnmcnt 
^ 1 far more difficult lhan ,be rclntisels cas% business 
'* 3 nS bs in l,,c backs aril In the descrl dus, killed up bs 
°^ before >csierda>"s triple unclear ditonat.nti is ,bc 
^' 1 for a major diplomatic coup d'eat Hu, one iliat 
p0K ' |d ,a ha% c tried Ihc skills of Otto son ll.smarck -r Mr 
1 011 • Kissinger. Mosses er. it requires the U JI" goscrnmcn, 
IICnr . C o«ni/c such a poten,ial exists and possess Uic ss.U 
<°i« the moment. If it fmU ,0 maVc tbc right moscs. ,hc:c 
w'll be steads accumulation of pol.tical and economic 
Minuses These, oscr time, could more than on;sscij.'h the 
nhiscs earned in terms of an enhanced sense of national 
stains K the tests are allosscd lo take jrlacc in isolation, the 
best India can hope for is us nuclear weapons status 10 
.cinaii, stuck at a slight!) higher lc%c! cf dcsclopmcnt 
scars to come It will remain an irritant in the counts s 
foreign policy, but add little to India's laigcr nationa 
objectives-. The worst «ouM be an ..:ci»i. M »\ V* * 
status, a loss of investors" confidence in the count, an. an 
arms race ss.th both Pakistan and fh,na ihai co-Id Meed 

India sslutc. , „ n , r ,., 

If India wants to gam f.om thce explosions - Ktl 

now mosc ,0 open a dialogue ^ ^u-i 

countries can protest, u «s ™b ttjst,,n f " lltlb ., hf tcJ M 
counts. So far. the US has been ic.iu.UMs unbothec ^ 
lias declined to cancel the Noscmbe, %•« 1 ^ 
Clinton. It has onl> spoken of ,nand.V.o,> >a . 
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,. rv thai might bc T,,is mu «. 
h locr. be «h*« *' lh T. ,„ po^c« Ihe weapon. and 

Sa,;o..'. "dependence .nO ^ buoya n. economy do? 

imefcii-nfly. ' ol India have d.iphei.ous.y 

U.rclrcMit of <»< al "*; o| . |ien of inlcrn.nt.ounl trcal.c* b> 
p er.ooUd .he (l.K«ni '° h ;. 3rs alteration that a power 
£ MP f ' I* L<> a nuc.ear weapon. The US. 

;< deemed bis onl >. t r ' ,f double standards ... us approach lo 
,« particular.** ?«'»«> 01 ^ u u „ Sol 01lly has tt failed to 
^•continental secu ["> ai , flll ; s i,jon of nuclear and missile 
prcvcnl cover. PA«» - , way wilh „,c Prcss.cr 

technology, bjil has ^ |s , amabad s militansl 

Amendment which actcu 

designs. , l,« „ rt nrcicncc to being a non-nuclear 
N "*"? iltc^al tM. its «.li«r> technology,, 
weapons state, t is confirms that a resolute 

made failsafe . Vcdnc^> s ^ a f ^ ^ 

C ^S; s* - v "o^ a scries of tests savin, ,„c> 
France s ,m..a y |icalion of its nuclear weapons 

.ere needed to perfeen pp ^ ^.^ ft 

technology. Th«c tc «s vec p ^ ^ 
'w ^SSic -A" ^ accept,,,, some 
CTBT ^'straints. The world would he unfa.r to d.sbehevc 
us And as far as domestic opinio.. .5 concerned, he 
Gov 1 hardly needs fresh reassurance. The fact that 
ever TdL walks a little taller tins week compared to the 
fast, is sufneicn. testimony to the Government s wisdom m 
reasserting national pride via Pokhr.m. 

(T?k- Piamvr. May N. I99S) 
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In for a Penny 
Good show on test, now the test of diplomacy 

T |, c two further nuclear tests at V.hran on Wednesday 
• vC a nuclear enough indication that the government's mind 
h working i» t^c right direction. The signal is heartening 
a nd the tests arc to he welcomed. It seems almost certain thit 
t)ie government wants to go ahead and sign the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty— when it is food ami iead>. 
That is. after completing round tests required even greater 
sniink tha« the first and a determination to put India's 
interests first. The international reaction after the first round 
was hardly unexpected but even so a government could have 
been forgiven for losing its nerve. That it has not done so is 
commendable. The euphoric public reception to the first 
round, though not for the most sober of reasons, has suicly 
helped this resolve along. 

The fact of matter is that having taken the plunge on 
May 1 1 it would have been foolish for India to buckle to 
international outrage and desist from further testing if the 
experts felt thai it was still required. It would have been 
tantamount to having the worst of both worlds on the nuclear 
issue: paying the full price for testing in the teeth of world 
opposition and still failing to go the whole h ^ ,0 8^ n ^ 
its security. This sort of dithering and muddle is - exact 
w* :«t has characterised Indian nuclear pohev ■ in in , 
India has paid the price of being a known ^"J^ 
refusing to sign virions nuclear disarmament agreement 
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brigade misvcd noi on c 



..|f.jnomicd "''^'^J^ blackmail Countries which 



" orI u. nuclear 

hi. nd e*c lo nuclear proliferation m 

|y imposed trade 

on us. choking off 
ists arc made of 

.,vemie% o» progrc" "The"' had lo acl,icvc a m,r;ic,c - All 
sunur Muff lhc> me . , Ka|a|n npd Df R 

I«ders l,U Dr. Al ^ ^ ^ |o ^ 



J nc. B hborhood eagerly 

'" ,,,J % ' in T,;,hnol"uteo.molrce.me>o, 
,ind . M... Indian scions 



['and vet ihcy proved that human mind could rind 
."„ of even seemingly impossible Situations. 



„ ICJ had «ere leadc 
1-hiJjniab.irain. and 

ujtl. lhc> impriniscu , ^'"" ,, ^;j 0 " dic!l ||v to reinvent the 
,hcrn .hereby ' "Cing « P ' J rfee|i%e |oo) .„ |hcjr 

h..nds II.Llt -nsi dw a|f%cr$c clfCUmslanccSi 

rcit:is.tion*. 

^^ - «dlft.'"l»»nch vehicles became a reality 
Mi'r. es hewn uking ^P* After years of secluded 
c s, ence. scientists gradual!} emerged ,n.o a sunshine of 
ucc^s Bin ihej -^e content to live under adverse 
restrictions and >c« they proved that human mind could lind 
a"«a» out of even seemingly impossible situations, 
indigenous satellites were fabricated and successfully 
launched into orbit. Satellite launch vehicles became a 
reality Missiles began taking shape. Alter years of secluded 
existence. scientists gradually emerged into sunshine of 
success. But they were content to live under the shadow, 
behind the doors of laboratories where they found a 
comforting companionship in complicated microtcsts and 
computer simulations. 

It is time for them to step out and accept a grateful 
nation's thanks giving. The Government, on its part, should 
not mcrelj be conicnt with applauding or conferring awards 
on them but should raise their moral and spirit by allocating 
mure funds for research and development. As Dr. Kalam 
once said: *'A nation is made great by its people." 

(The Pioneer. Siav I). 1998) 
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Test of Aplomb 



Nnt even the most ardent admirers of MoodsV, , • , 
bomb package could have exerted nv 0 more in l\ 
||ir0 ugh. Alter a succession of governments that kaVcdS 
c „raporons sieves. Mr. Aul Bih*. V ,j«J?. 
^ministration appears to have accomplished the i ra J si y 
in keeping both tests a closely guarded secret.. Thit the 
multi-million dollar US spy in sky too failed to de-.ect 
preparations, is an added source of comfort. SigmHcaTitly. « 
has also now been revealed that in his letter to PreVulcr.i 
Clinton, the Prime Minister has categorically*.Teferrtd to a 
-scries of tests** India proposed to conduct. Th\*. letter was 
sent to the US President on May II. in the artoiuth of the 
first set of explosions. Clearly, therefore, the Government 
was. all along planning several such tests which, N'.r 
Vajpa>cc assured Mr. Clinton, would be "limited in number 
and pose no danger to any country which has no inimical 
intentions towards India:. 

Nevertheless, the international outcry against Monday's 
explosion. »s now certain to gather added momentum. The 
adverse economic consequence of abandoning the 
hypocritical stature of a quasi-nuclear state will also be felt 
in concrete terms. Already. President Clinton has announced 
the imposition of sanctions and Japan. India's biggest donor, 
has scrapped all aid. Despite the popular upsurge in favout 
of the tests, the markets cannot be expected to react 
jubilantly to widespread sanctions. The Government *o*.M. 
'Wore, need to weigh the economic fallout of l»ou » 
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fllm .Por«»,Mrc3«.n.«hcUSnH,vcncc,«».o l H ! condc,nn c o 
folio**. »*" 1 ..i ierni». 

in the »in>ntfe*t po$ iW |hc us ha* imposed sanctions. 

Of course now |hc cconoin j c cost* of 

,,„c<tiont."ct'0«">J " decision «o go "»c'«r even 
„, c BJMcd poverninci i » f 0llded with pessimi Stn . 
„, 011g h the s.oek marKe s anBOUIlced by Mr. Cli„« 0n 

„, c d.rccl ....pact ol the official us nid to , ndia __ 

current!) at>om i«y J)c German government 

a „u US co.nn.erc.-l tank » oa ^ ^ ^ jq 

„„ calM off J' d "' k * * f rom ,he fact that it is time India 
million worth of aid. A pa r I fro 
Weaned itself off sue , ; * ' h 
hardIv g0 ing to cju sleep ess'ie" m ^ 

,0JHS even her India can do little if these 

o c o worry is the snowballing effect US sanctions cot, d 
v on the mood of overseas investors. However, the 
quantum and pace of foreign direct investment w,,, prove 
Ire responsive to New Delhi's cconom.c polices m the 
.round level than to any other factor. Thus. paradMieilly 
after taking a defiant stand on the nuclear front, the BJP-lcd 
government might find itself under pressure to temper its 
defence on the economic one and adopt a more \ -.Icoming 
stance towards foreign capital than il has done so f«ir. If that 
happens, the fallout from Pokhran 1998 would have 
effectively smothered "swadeshi". 

(The Timci oj India. SUiy l*> im ) 



Salaam, Scientists! 

\ x \ not the glorx o/ ||, C successful i 
c0 ,ncicd by politico alone. l| lc hon()r ™ '«<* t. e 
„„n>lcss scientists and visionaries liW n tS ln ll)c 

pr ofcssio..nK whose comnmmcnl .„□ drJ lcai ,on ,£ J 
[ uincn in letters of go d m l m ,o r> Wu . lh CSc * II' 
, off ,ors ot science and lechnolopj came uuhc .cv ue f ' 
nation which found itself marooned in despa,, Thevhou,',., 
, inpe when the chips were down. p lc> ICWo , C(J w ', f . |e 
n nd pride when people were wrapped in a of gloom o.c. 
depressing political instahilil) nnJ economic icccimou 
Kudos to them Kudos to their ceaseless spun of ingtnuit) 
;ind marvellous, perseverance in OM-iumung not n n |\ iht 
nHcrin of successive government thc\ h.i\e had io 
under. Hot also the pathetic uoiking conditions m ^huh 
llicy function. I hoy have dcmcnstiatcd those isvjcs liVc 
meagre s>;ilai\ and career stagnation in imnoi itnian'.s when 
the cause is so noble as the pride ol nation. 

Pokhran 1974 to Pokhran I9VS is an c\cmpbt\ sap of 
dedication anil courage. It was the tolktmc flint of a 
Vikratn Snainbhni. si* Dr. Momi Hltabha ar.d J Pt Kan 
Rnmnitnn to loige a clear \ ision of India"* mtJoat capil-nnv 
which culminated in the dramatic cnp'.om.mi on Ma> IS 
1974 h showed the wot Id a glimpse ot what inc u'i»m> 
ctuiltl do when laced wilh a Jiallovx It a euM 
challenge then II has been ;t gtcatc. irudlwec ihocalur 
Hie first Pokhran Mast tnugctcd an mUM'-ii"^ 1 r|"*» 
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„„ ihe US move needs 10 be condemned 
follow For ihil '«» on - ,nc *^ 

,« the juongeii po*nW« ' «« ^ us im poied saivct.ons. 

Of course. now d jboul , nt economic com of 

quell"*" ff» bound to K ion |fl g0 nu<: |car cvcn 

|M OJP-ted f*>"'"* eB ; hJVC ,„ponded with pessimism, 
.nc^h «hc »«* * ^ e lUItl announced by Mr. Cl.nton 
Ihc d.rec. ..np»c« of lh«. offieia , US ,,d to Ind.a- 
„c unl.Vely to prove too or wnuin- „,„ b, cul olT „ 
curreni!) aboul 100 m. m £ ^ Getmm government 
,„o US commercial banW ^ ^ c>nce||cd sQmc Jrj 

has called off «' d . . w ' k * ^ rom P , he fact that it is tune In*. 
mi ||.on worth of au |1)C am0 unts involved arc 

VV e ,„ed il«lf off iUC \^e»ncss in New Delhi. Future 
hardly going ,0 IMF might be in 

, M ns from the World B» B * c> „ do littlc ,f these 
jeopard) but «%«n nc |ing , hc sovereignty of 

institutions not known to respect ^ ^ ^ ^ 

countries to begm oackaiies. The only potential 

otherwise be »"i^JgX« US sanctions could 
^ rCe ° f r r> m^ of ^ » investor,. However, the 
havc on the mood ^o o j„ v es.men. will prove 

effectively smothered -swadeshi . 

fr>>e 77flret o//nc/jo. M<9' '■»• V 
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Salaam, Scientists". 



, cl n oi the plots oJ the successful ftJtIe „ , 
{<w «ered b> politician, alone. Ihe he™, bcl« E » l0 lh ! 
countless scientists and v.s,ona:,cs hVt * 

, )r Al'J Abdu ' Ka,am - U ,v a ,tU "™ n > io that breed of 
professionals whose commitment and dedication shousi be 
Ulicn in otters of gold in histors KxVs Tb« t aeXt>0 ^ 
^jtriors ol science and technolo?> came to ihe rescue cl a 
naI j 0 „ which found itself marooned in desjou Thc> broufto 
n0)M; when the chips were down Thes restored sc'lt-t«p*:t 
and pride when people were wrapped m a pill of cloom o\ci 
depressing political insmhility and economic recession 
Kudos to them. Kudos to ihcir ceaseless spit it of in-tnu ; .t\ 
jnd marvellous perseverance in owtcomm- m»t «lj the 
intcria of succcssiv c government tries ruse had la v«k 
under But also the pathetic Hoiking cond.nons in which 
ih'cs function. Thcs have dcmrsTislrjicd ibosc ivsks li'»e 
meagre »;il.n> and career stagnation is minor htnanti *hcn 
ihc cause is so noble as the pride o*. nation 

Pokhrnn 1974 to Pokhran l«*S is an cscranU:> sap of 
dedication and courage. I. -as th: college effort of a 
V.kram Saarabhai. a Dr Horn. Matta an 3 Or M 
famanna to forge a clear simou of I.Ja < nuclei ^ 
sshich culminated in the dramatic cv P «.-i« on V ^ 
IW. It showed the world a elmpc o> "»ub< «u«, 
voulJ do when faced with a cWk.J ^ 4 ^ fKf 
challenge then. It has been a gre.vcr cM1 * ^ jaJ 
Ihe ftrst Pokhran Mast ir. S¥ c.cd ,. -cnuiuxol upco, 
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• ,, 1|U| •,„ insurance pohcv i« ot iu 

K-vhnual .h.l-> " «' ^ ; i0 „ cnn nm , „,„ take „edi, 
f t ,r .l.v i.-mg "t » oU » m|clMr Ilcnlc . „ |m , 

be turned 10 Hk fanatical. has been to mc il.c 

*es« »r^^' ,,,t / , ;; t . 0 * I0 brine about a reversal in 

,nd ' 3 u heenusc India ■«»« cro«cd the nuclear 

fu^StMS cannot be hack A. leas, no, 

• Vhe other five declared nuclear weapons powers, a, well 

collec «" l> -I riiUiui? h..manki.,d ol tlm menace 1 he 
1 n WeM ihe US reaction to Indu s tests h* Keen 
^ predictable , inf s. it is galling tor India to be hectored 
£ iSnlric. like Japan and Australia, winch helped o 
leci.nna.c the cub ..I nuclear weapons b> extending the MM" 
.ndcllnticly and availing of the comloii provided b> the 
nuclear shunts bLniU. of Ac US h ^ "' J 

i, ■ > Hilling to M.pport ccilain parts ol the 1 1 HI so King a, 

.here .> -uvipnsciix". H "«^< ^ «'" r « l,cr a,ul " prk UmjrtN 
,hc conclusion 0 r a comprehensive were reached, the danger 
of a JjmJCinj unclear .iriih race could partialis he averted 
and there wnnhl be a palpable lessening ol lcn>ions m the 
rceu*! 

fT/ir 7i>w» „///«/«/. Ahn IS. /W\> 
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Test of Nerves 

Given the hypocrisy which governs US policy ca 
nuclear matters, the imposition of limited unction ir,i n „ 
India was only to be expected. President Bill Clinton, v>ho 
hs d already made up his mind well befae Iftdi* condocied 
two additional tests in PoVhrm on Wednesday. « t acd the 
sanctions order a few hours before he w« sljtcd publicly to 
w ith these explosions it his concluded its "phased series of 
tests'* and that it is now willing to adhere to certain pin of 
the CTBT. Tlie world is bound to surmise thy. the choice of 
words is not accidental and that further t>s:s. wVieh may be 
pari of other "planned scries", have not been explicitly ruled 
out. Wednesday's tests apparently involved devices the US 
calls "inininuV.es'* and "microeiuVes". and ibc dita generated 
will be used to conduct computer licolilioas and sub- 
critical test aimed at further rcfintog lodia's nocleir 
capabilities. The 1994 law invoked by Mr. Clit:on nuVes it 
mandatory for the US to impose sanctions on -non-axlear 
states" which conduct nuclear test. Apart from bebg 
oxymoronic— a state which conducts a nuclear test eta 
hardly be considered "non-nuclear-- the law is 
discriminatory as it seeks to punish others for eaerertaj a 
right the US and the other four big powers have 
themselves. It is up to Indians alone to dec.de **f>a*** 
the government has done will help impro« '' re J* 
ordinary citizen or not. In the weeks and m*to j» 
this issue will and should be debated. But V. $ l< 
right to dictate to another what polices * eta i<« 
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K, iross figures and the apparent picture for 
over the last e'8 hl dri ,,f ca lly cut down on government 
granted. He must now ° Jlilcm ents but those 

spending. -»ot ,hr< *"*" , 0 be Implemented. He should 
»hich actually g« » n , akcrJ lo devise a package 

instruct hi* «o» wnic » ' invell0 rs to continue to 
...r.ct.ve '°' ou , d ,l,o be clarified will. .11 the ue, 

p.tronis.ng Ind.a. i s impelled by cither insecurity 

^oss.ble «h.« New IXlh. «no ^ fcf| . fy iljc)f f ^ 
or belligerence, t w ju» * efeignly . Rcvanch.sm will 

hydrahcaded onslaughts to i » 4 £ will 0Illy hcl 

m0$e who would like ii ^ Ae Ra$Mrya SwayamKwrt 
-temerity- nc . e t0 t0W n on the nuclear 

S.ngh's "; 0U,,, P ,C " "'I , 1C Lrc. because in their anxiety 
Usuc holds a warning for ^the . mcn| . thc often 

10 fUr,hCr 'hr^Tca, «y nfi L.blf cadres of thc S.ngh 

EMri r«S£ visits Tokyo to ....y the fc.rs of 
Vajpayee cou.u h $cn$ ,„ vc WOf j d 

I" iu^rr^o^ c rc« o :: he cannot do tha, 
P hou d chisl the best among his "A" team to project 
nd an interests. Euphoria and self-congratulatory no.scs are 
lo substitute for good, ra.ional policies. As Jonathan Schell 
w,o,c in his celebrated classic on the nuclear ,ssuc. there » 
one last chance for all those who excrc.se the option; ii 
slould never be wasted. In other words, thc next few weeks 
will determine how adroitly the Vajpayee government 
negotiates a decidedly tricky terrain. 
* (Hk Asian May H. 199b) 
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The Day After 



Once thc haze of euphoria induced by India's recent 
nuclear tests lifts. One might begin to see thc outlines of the 
BJP led government's dramatic decision as also it precise 
timing. After all. Monday's tests only brought into the open 
a recessed capability the world knew lr.dii already 
possessed. While scientists and strategists can quibble over 
whether or not the credibility of India's nuclear deterrent 
required testing, thc fact is that no test of a nuelear device by 
any country has ever ended in failure. Thus, the Vajpayee 
government's decision could not have been dictated by 
military necessity alone. Nor could it have been compelled 
by thc strategic desirability of India shedding its nuclear 
ambiguity, something these columns have argued in favour 
of in the past. Thc same end could presumably have been 
achieved by a mere statement to that effect. Clearly, by 
going for broke, the BJP wanted to make a political 
statement. And judging by the immense outpouring of 
nationalism the tests have evoked, thc party can count on its 
popularity also mushrooming. A government that was till the 
prev ious day being criticized for having taken no major 
decision on the policy front other tKan to warn of a tough 
budget- and which was virtually under mcjc from w.th.n- 
has now earned for itself a definite measure of support ana 
stability. . ■ . 

Since thc order for Pokhran tests must have been issued 
soon after Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee won his vfc 
confidence on March 28. it is tempting to surm.se that 
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len ?n even h«»dcr tine than 
jpo .. arc ,,U, >J." h , c0fl ,c».pl»tc. while China is not 

10 UHtet that '< , Wew Zealand, whose 



mm 



hie J 

ami hint: , 4 ... .... 

pi* hf- a V and New Zealand 

llliclfal tcm Aui »*«■ dins ,o domestic am. 

pnemmcnt* »^ ob V° ' l, l<:a dy given some md.cat.on of 
pr olifcr»i...n lnhb'«. M « ' rj rr< .f cr rcd answer to the 
lne P n.hlcm» *to» a - d t - h ina.»iy1c compromise: 

cmcrpne «enauo .s « rran« ^ sig , |ing , he NpT 
lhcx conducted iheii ^ . ( . $ B0W rcady , 0 Slgn ,|, c 
Delhi has alrcad> indicw e Bj|| c ,; n , pn and , hefc 

NPT in the P rcsc " n C cd for sanctions. H is possible 
should consequently b< : Approval for such an option? 

,h,| .here i> »«P '<"« ""^J , hif seems to be the mosi 
„ itoc „ possible nod? Cert fce| and claims j n 
, ofl cal solution to the con, ^ ^ 

South AsiJ. No one has scnous^ ^ 

^"l 7 d n e , C h«o n em elation Treaty, but, if 
wOU ,d be for both 10 emerge jons fo| , ncw 

South As.a is likely. cicMc «e n „ ipn , 
rcl-.ionship^.-cn Ind, an I P£ ^ ^ ^ 

KSiS X - I., see the sense of ag- 
on ,r,dc travel and the shared joy of peace It »as MAD 
* which brought peace to Europe .n the second half 
■I Tcentury. x.l.icl. has witnessed two of history s most 
thirsty' world wars. The ultimate .capon ensured 
lasting peace between the West and the Soviet Union 
»i.h«r.i nuclear weapons the Cold War would have wrmed 
up more than once. It will be impossible to prevent Pakistan 
from conducting its own nuclear test now: let both sides 
claim victory and sign the NPT. India's brillin.u scientists 
have secured her defence; it is now up to statesmen to make 
war unnecessary or at least unprofitable. Washington will be 
templed towards punishment in its initial reactions, if only to 
send a signal ro other threshold states. But wisdom will lie in 
squeezing a solution out of what has happened. India is now 
ready to join the rest of the world on line nuclear issue Ihe 
rest of the world should welcome India, not isolate it 

(The Amu* A&\ IS Mov / Wty 
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Beyond the Euphoria 

There is understandable anxiety in New Delhi tbout 
*hat Washington's concrete response will diimaiely be to 
,hc nuclear tests conducted in the sands of Rajaithin: but it 
icems that a more immediate factor it being neglected, 
perhaps by default. Japan, not American, it India*! largest 
trade partner: as its leadership has now made it clear. Jipan 
had categorically counselled New Delhi about six weeVt ago 
not to go ahead with the tests Now that India has gone the 
opposite, or so says the dominant political and strategic 
opinion flectingly available from Tokyo, its gosertitneM will 
like measures, which correspond with its outrage It is here 
that Indian diplomacy faced its severest test, because unless 
there is a concrete action plan to tackle the political and 
economic fBllout of the tests, the country will be faced with 
a real crisis After all. Japan is not the only or.e foe Indun 
policy-makers to be worried about; the Asein block, whveh 
has traditionally been non-too-welcora.ng to Indun 
overtures, its likely to harden its stand c\cn further In the 
context, the "We Shall Overcome" kind of line can only be 
good politics and consolidation, strategy for a tickets 
government than anything more substantial Although 
comparisons are certainly not entirely valid, when Indira 
Gandhi had her explosion in 1974. the country was passing 
through one of its worst years A poo' afi.cuhural >ea. 
preceded and succeeded 1074. the Bangladesh, tefugee 
problem was at its peak and so on Maybe. Mt At.l Rchan 
Vajpayee, thanks to the spadework done b> his p.deccsvon 
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v . h • t&* bv s,ncc lhen - lndi * 

Bui m i* 24 St mick^ry- So has .he world. 

chased and «e.P°"«- lndU m " y 001 ** hs «* 

-^Id i* U P \Z en \ ihe discrim.natory nature of ih c 

S .he & etc. B«. .ha. does no, .her 

NPT.heCT0T..heN5O. . f ove ^ ne | mmg | y lglinj| 

(hc fKt lhi , world this reality lh. -BJP.fed 

nockw »««Pon«- B * J, y JuCC ecdcd in inviting trouble for 
.•ovcmmeni m»> nave 

india in international d|aie an d automatic consequence 

For example. one irn • jn|0 fofCe of sanctions that 

of this action will * « nc wi „ nQW ^ obliged to Impose 
the US. "ting under its i . cost(y Jn , he vefy ^ 

o„ India. These m.) ' "? f p , nativ e will believe that they 
, er m Bui only world opinion and that India may 

wi „ not have .n .mpjel on ^ Henceforth lndi, 

he isolated m a numbe o «m p» ^ ^ irre$ponsible |n<J 

eould end up being ircai m|ny justifications and 

..ntn.itworthy coumry. mc ^ jp § |ofrent fofm |he 

reassurances thai w. ap0 | 0 gists, not to mention 

government and .U n«w k t for much r<>f 

^ ^nSJ^Kiln: lndi. has triggered off a 
the mind-numbing " pka that China is the 

nuclear race on the sub-con, ncn tl P . p ^ facc 

»y V ,n " 8 ' lhcrcforc ' 



Welcome India, do not isolate it 

The government of Mr. Atal Bth , ri 
dy won wcll-dcservcd n«i 0ai , lK .J IJ?l >« ^ 
^ecorical message to the world ,h„ "* 
J lifer «o i» own fate, and th« l„d, 3n .,,^ 2^ 
purity need to become victim of either the^f" 

romises of .ny power super, niddhng or . 

ndixh^ problems with all threeeategor.es 
J lhc west is belligerent by compulsion; , niCjlt ^ ve , 
nuclear to our Northeast has tcrritorut dispctts »uh us irvl 
0 f course the only superpower in the world would li'ie De'.hi 

to sis n away our r,Rh,S 10 a nucleir defeiKe "P»Wity. 
These concerns have burdened every goternaem ia this 

decade, one led by the Congress, a second by the United 
front and the third by the BJP. In other words virtuill) 
every political party in the country has been in po*er « 
ome time or the other in the Nineties-, and there his rocr 
been any conflict within the country o\er <wr unlade to 
security It is » his unanimity *' n ' ich '» & c lnie ll,eB S* of 
Indian defence and foreign policy. The cross party sappon 
,hr Vaioavee government has received on the three 
tlear tes s (including one. which theoretic^ gives „s 

tge^mb capabHity) is evidence 
holds. There will be more «P «^ ^ ^ 
.earn over the next few months that he ha * 1W 
decision with his eyes open. Th ™' ,cl >ef) 
Treaty and its chief mentor, the 
specific about those who transgress the ne ^ 
down across the world. There are senou ^ ^ M 
lhc horizon; economic « nCt, °"' *\. uS Uw . Countries 
nccome in fact mandatory according to 
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unctions against Ind.n for the U lcv , 
tra d< and m° ncW ?.J;,| co.nmi.nity »ouM be making . 
c$u . The i" ,crn,, '° h n "j with M»ch action ,n .he name of 
if " ^ito-iton. AH sections »n Ind.a. mcluding 
nlI clc>V non r7 l, ; c ""° irC r cady to face the challenge 
lr jde ind '; n ; cr ,; a ,ionnl Atomic Kncrgy Agency | iat 
unflinchingly- As n,c . ||ed |0 carry out the tests as they do 
pointed out. India , f|US 

not brcaV any treat) co of course, are aware that the 
Our policy P" nn • . n , hc ar moury would have i ti 
inclusion of nuclear I imp|ica ,j ons . India's policy of 

defence and « orc, f n £ ilh , hc neighbours and other nations 
peace and friendship * ^ ^ ^ wou|d scrvc , his po|jcy 

remains unchanged. * * of rc$pC ct for India's principled 
better creating a nevv . ||wn a fee , ing „ u| 

P° si,l '° n 7 ate f om a sense of helplessness and 

svicl. a PO I'cy T"„":, mc ,u to nuclear non-proliferations 

«« knMS -!? 2 p 1 Proposed by the late Prime 
,,, a non-disarmamcnt pi M P of ( , |e U||iled 

Minister R.j.v Gandh' ai .he sp ^ ^ ^ 

Kjitons General- A«»bJ , mnt$ , mc 

^S from n a :; in <hc past because of their obsession 
sonerco irom nK)nopo |v That monopoly has been 
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Nuclear Shadow 



Thc decision of the (shaky) coalite | cd b> . ... mp , 
off. not one but three, underground ?1Kkir c , ,p 0 
spite of thc clear and unambiguous signal i, seAs \ 0 
ihnt ihe lime has come to take Ind.a seriously, could Im ou 
|0 he a rather ,11-cons.dercd once. India cinrvoi plead is ,t 
did from I 4 ' 7 - 1 onward, that these v^re >«c" full- 
explosions Their triple nature suggests ln , t ,w )Cy 
intended for weaponising for different type of deployment, 
most likely on thc Prithvi and on aircraft. Eventually, should 
tlic Agui he productioniscd — and if China is threat number 
one it "ill have to be— it too will acquire a nuclear, 
warhead. 

What makes this action especially worrisome is thc fact that 
the government, in its National Agenda, had merely said that it 
would exercise thc nuclear option if necessary. (The BJP. 
however, in its manifesto, had warned thit it would co so. 
though not when). Hie people of India, who ivow face the 
prospect of having to live in the shadow of an enhanced r.ucleir 
threat from Pakistan, have a right to know why the tests suddenly 
became necessary They must be loW whit has changed in 
India's security cm ironmenl. The answer nay not be very 
reassuring, even though there is a view within the scientific and 
defence establishment that the threat from China can no longer 
be ignored and that India can't become a hostage to • j<vei> 
Pakistani response Indeed, some cynics may well enwujn me 
"lion that the IW has done this solely with doraciM poht k i m 
After all. Indira Gandhi had done the same thing in • 
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, the CTDT •» • negotiibU 
. . thotcn «o ,r V iilltf declared » moratorium 

document. TVy hould follow rtn ^ |ofioni 

,tl " 12 »•»" uneond.«on.Jly. ^ ncc(J fw 



55 .f ,t8,0 " ,, 

dld Essential comrnodU.cs .nd should rcfr .I„ 

supply here, for .nslance i»u conCcrning nM.on.l ego. 

from treating sanction as an he coUecU ve spirit. 

JS ad vers.«y. »h.ch *.'« Hn^ bm they will certainly hurt. 
S.ncuons may not er.pp e Ind . bu y ^ ^ ^ 
given the indifferent si. e of the econo ^ ^ 
India has made .ti po.nl. Now. - l ^ high 

lin condmon.Uy. avoid sancnons nd eg 
erM nd. which may soon * ,n dange ;J |9W 
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Dictated by Compulsions of 
National Security 

The spectacular manner in which India h„ e . fftit ,. 
, he 0 p,ion to go nuclear, by conduction three test, £?, 
^nc to prove capability to product a hyd™ {n ^ "» 
ma „ci of national pr.de. It has demonstrated that »nni««. 
national commitment to. security ,nd disapproved sceL, 
jlxMit tl.c competence of Indian science and tecbnoloty to 
achieve the goal of self-reliance in key ficldi like de'ence 
The world is surprised by the development mainly becasve h 
was' taken tor granted that India would continue to be 
oblivions of the uncertain security environment and adopt i 
>ofl stance even on matters thit impinge on nitiocal 
sovereignty smd integrity. There is a national eonienm oo 
these matters, transcending political differences India his 
throughout kept its nuclear option open, mating a realistic 
assessment of the global and regional situation. 

When tlic Prime Minister. Mr. Atal Behin Vajpayee, 
announced the successful conduct of the thee tests at a 
hurriedly convened press conference on Monday, the 
atmosphere turned as electrify as on the occaiion of the first 
demonstration of India's nuclear capability in the same 
Pokliran site 2A ycflr ago. The then Prime Minister. Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, was not apologetic about it as she brushed 
aside the arm-twisting tactics of the Western nation* who 
h»vc always been against the expansion of the nuclear club. 
Already, there nrc indications of a pon'ble American-led- 
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. ,|, e rei.»ltitory measure* a|!*|„ M 
it » po" il,lc ; , j sh the Government has i 0 be 
,,u " 1 "°1il no» * ' tint the economy remains 

SS s « «»' sud<,cn cx,Cfna ' shock doe4 

WC, ird d .^ C ^ n,hCn S Hint only three weeks before 
mM to be ""'^/.et the Government is facin R ,hc 

? fSl* of * ^^iiS he distinct possibility of « 
S «hc «ono.«y. ^ • oullay< S0 ffi cicn , fuivd , 
bt lii.l increase m °". iat , ,hc public investment 

3»v espe cu,,y , M.ion* m mobilizing ^sources from 
,hc norn.il channc s a " di ( |ha| w ,„ mp ^ 

PrU f I" on ' "c common people. The suction 
additional burdens °« I ^ ||k |lf|?er mobl |, M ,.on of 
ells for innovative m wU|) . ||s c , ou , among the n 0 n. 

fund,, in this context. « c ic iodusU y might inmate i 
fCSlJc nt Indians and h <™ ion of |he ^accounted 

^ ,orcpiu, ; , :i i - ,icmc for iBve,i,neni ; 

money l/mfi *road ««« ouj ||(e (U)C , caf tcsts 00 

major sectors mc h0 ;' C ct investment, il ean be more 
i;jcde the How of ^e. " d «, , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
lh3 n compensated b> ">c 1 

from abroad. ^ , /|||rfulftBI 77rm-.s. Af<n- / J. / WS) 



Seize the ilav 
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NJow thai the ^.congratulatory euphoria ,< CJt)wd 
by llitf iiik «r tests has bepun ,„ , at)c . „, c ^ crnmciM m ^ 
imnicd.ntcls get down in llic >ob of dealing w.ih || )C f.,m, u1 
While it h.-.N the attention of the woild. it mint f^ctfulls pu| 
across its point or view on non-proliferation the aims 
control debate lias alwajs been of a mnul rather than 
legalistic nature. Until a couple ol days ago. India 
consistently held the high moral ground in spite of its refusal 
to sign the Comprehensive Text Han Treaty (CTBT) Th<*igb 
its unw illingnesx to diilifully sign on the dolled line irked the 
n.iclc.ir powers who proposed the ticaty. lhc\ had to concede 
that India had a principled stand. Alter llic nuclear tcsls. 
however, the situation is going to change, mvd swiftly. It 
would he ;t natural relics for the *c\icrn powers, who hue 
so far had to deal only with simplistic situations of the 
despot pitted against democracy, to brand India a rojuc 
state. 

However, the tests have- also r.mcd India to the loci 
where it can look, upon these nations as its peers, and to see 
that its point of view gets a decent hearing. Now, at ihis 
turning point, the government must act wi;h dispatch to 
eapitalise on the event, or lose the initialise forcscr It can t 
look hack on two precedents- China and France ran nuclear 
test just bclore they signed the CTBT. Uul ihc Him step 
taken bv the government a short while after the explosions .s 
of uncertain to merit. It announced thai it would he swll.ng 
'o subscribe to certain el:mcnls of the treats So far. no 
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The day after 

The expressions of support from political partus and 
. h0USC t in India for the nuclear test conducted it 

pllthran underline the kind of unanimity cutting .eron 
, un concerns which have always marked events ofthn 
,u,e Where defence and foreign affairs arc concerned. 
1 r has rarely been any major difference between the 
various parties. It »« i" kcep.nt with this spirit ,l„, P,, me 
A.al Behnri Vajpayee informed the Uaderof.be 



v« ous parties. H was in keeping w.lh this spin, that P,,m e 
Minister Atal Behnri Vajpayee informed the Lcaderof.be 
Oppo « on in the l.ok Sabhn Mr Sharad I'awar. about the 
hlaMs The Congress, on its par,, has seen .he tests 
a continuations of the 1974 .mplosion. emphasmng Our 
scicnt.nc progress." It is now evident that .n the > ears after 
974 the Indian scientists had kept abreast of technologic^ 
development in the nuclear field and had never slackened 
fheir efforts in any way. from this standpoint. India was j«« 
s ewdrivc ? S turn away from makmg the bomb. Sons 

missile and nuclear technology ... recc ca «. in . 
.slamabad's subversive ^«'«J"^ 0 ^ 
lndia'% «nsc of vulnerability. While Ucp nfc ii 
option open, however. Ind.a had c oscn no, u. d «■ 
prowess presumably because « did no _» " ^ 
^notions. Although the US and ..a » tcr n .1 « 
been fully aware of India's nuclear capac ,iy. I > ^ 
,nkc any punitive steps in the absence 
declaration by India of its nuclear status. 
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No w that the UJP has cll0icn 
di , will have to adjust , 0 , ™* 
ully acquainted. The reason why £ BJ f> dec ded ,o ">o 
public", as it were. about India", t , pibi!|J ™? * *? 
^ not have been , secret to those " ^ " 



.-- . lnolc >no miUeftd ■ 

clca r. Hut •« is probably no, unrelated to the party's ^/l,. 
virt0 a»»y from the day „ lttBIRed 
gabbling among .he BJP' 4 , nd ^ ^ «* 

was g»ii»nK ground about the helplessness 0 r , he - . 
lca dcrs. including, Mr. Vajpayee. ,o mainuia d B c.pl,»e 
jevoic themselves to (he ink of governance, mw luve 
persuaded it to take a dramatic step which would divert 
attention from its problems Ii may have also been meant as 
a reassuring sign to the BJP's hard-core supporters who have 
undoubtedly been dismayed by the decision to pal some of 
live vital points in the party's agenda in cold storage, h has 
also to be acknowledge that India's nuclearisation his been 
advocated by the party for many years, going back to its Jaa 
Sangh days. From this aspect the move is not ill that 
surprising. However, the question will remain whether ill 
the implications of the fateful step, especially those on the 
economic front, had been adequately considered by the 
ruling alliance prior to the event. 

It is hoped that the Vajpayee Government had devoted 
some lime to strategic planning to cope with the economic 
fallout of the blast. In a way. the mood of sdf-iswrancc in 
iheir wake can be fruitfully utilised ,o prepare ifcc cocnlry 
Tor an austerity package md a period of setf-rcliancc 
economic field in the event of US ind its allies ixposiag »ny 
sanctions. As or now. the stoppage or bilateral lidbytbe US 
docs not mean much, but a more worrisome ispce, » «" 
posMhil.iy or trade sanctions by the US id '.'•« '°P» n 
Union in the form or a ban on tcchnol ^ to ■ iBdu 
and the impos.l.on or additional import duty on Indian 
exports by withdraw mg the benefits of the generahsed 
scheme of preference (GSP) to make our goods 
uncompctativc A, a time when Indian exports art ■ «* f ana. 
well, any additional jolt of lh» nature will have h.gM> 
unfavourable consequences for the balance of payment* 
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India's Compulsion 



, rc withdrawn and sanctions are 
Even e " V W««c n world in a simulated display of 
|hrc3 tcncd by ,te over India's decision to conduct 

nuclear tests. «hc US « , ndij| wkc tnc deennc 

ovef die compuls .on * *** > unslinlc<1 , iclp , hicll 

step. One of these « (hf uS and alw t0 a 

P.Vis»n had rccc.sc* > $ui „ uninh - lbilcd policy of 

large extent from Ch«na. P ^ American , ntereM ,„ 

belligerence lowards ^ ^ ^ chen| s(a( , 0 sct%c 

bolstering Pak.»«an lay in b ^ Co|d Waf Q||| ^ 

Washington's P" r P°" f Pa vi«an did not end. for if 
0 ficrwards. the America .use o ..^^ . 

„ W1I no needed for J ' * exlcnd us j„nucncc 
ag ains, the Soviets , could be us. ^ ^ k 

inl0 Central Asia. PaV.stan oi ^ ^ jnivlcr 

lrcalc d not as a fnend but -n J Ju p||CC(J „ ; 

deemed necessary because Am epn vcnt.c<ul 
,hc unique posilion of being ao c to M cblM 
« fro- «he US and help -n nue e. ' ^0 0, ^ 
while Washington looked I the olhe^ » ^ ^ 
saving that the central point of botn t w 

ChUc M«i«udc was to ^^^Z^ » Bt,J,fl5 
,ndia whose democracy was an em • ^ l0 

an d whose independent sp.nl was 
Washington from the non-aligned oa>s. ^ * 

India's need to acqu.rc a clc3r " l P >s ^ fW 
understood in the context of the threat ,« has 
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China which has been consistent „, 1U M fw ^ ™» 
ncca0 ve of this looming danger. dl(J d '£« 
||ie nuclear path ... I<>74. hut ,is deemw, toclo.V the 
in amh.gu.t) . presumably to escape vmc ll0ni< ICCB| , o 
conveyed a message of weaves Ho*cs C r lhc 
sc crctivc.icss did not prevent the US from demand.*, ,bc 
capp««g- rolling hacV. and elnniruiion of whatever n»clcar 
prowess India had acquired Not only thai. »fi t , scsnr.ng f<* 
themselves the seemingly God- g is C o n^hi t0 maintain lrKlf 
own nuclear arsenals for all times to tome under a rcsiscd 
vtpT. the Rig I ivc led by US demanded that India sipn 
viicd line for the CTBT. So. while nearK hiir * rr~..~. 



own 

NP1. "T - - -t mm nujij oo 

dotted line for the CTBT. So. while nearly half a century of 
: US-China-Pakistan collaboration would coonnuc. India's 
mt< were to be tied behind \i\ K»rL it u.<. .. .a .i. . 



the 



iiiww-'-- - - — — ■ nwi i nuu v 

hands were to be tied behind its bacL It v. as CMdcml) a 
situation winch this country could not accept while PaVisua 
continued to indulge in terrorism and the border problem 
with China remained unresolved 

(Ww fhdusitm JWv ,lfcrs- 1 J 
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New Clear Strategy 

• an u nan»»cMMc argument for l»okhran.||: 
TbC ' C * d ibcie nuclear devices. India joins || 1C 
having ,e,,c * rtia|10ns as an acknowledged have and not. 
dis»rm»nvcnt nc S ^ ^ ^ je|iJC (h{ . , hfcc dcvKCJ 

as wai the "sc. Rl j M ihan villapc put an end to the 

,hM '"""I 1 isv ,h" has accompanied India's nuclear 
tedious |e bljsls dearly, indicate potential 

rhetoric. i>c F insufferable burcacralcsc on nuclear 

We rTS peae RMhcr. „ ,s easy ,o figure „„, ho. 
explosions for peae afjcnj| f ^ ^ ^ _ ^ 

India will dc P l0 >" t th ,1 c Pfithvi ai .d given .hat Chma ,s 

h0Md ~Ha the threat number one. The Agni when it rolls 
reeogn.sed as the hhc : „ cleomc „, , he country 

nff nrodoction lines, ouen cioi'v ' 
£ governments have traditionally made . mess of 
r.t^nal security and strategic qucsl.ons by falling between 
■hcTo sTools of "peaccukisnr and powcrplay that comet 
2 u^> ."large Sation-states. So. following France and 
China before they signed the CTDT. and having shown the 
w orld «e nave it. India should he able to persuade others 
that wc arc ready to oblige. 

The tricky question is whether tl.c world will listen. 
, mlia | reactions hasc l>ccn predictably unfavourable. 
S.unificanl is the relatively muted reaction from America 
Washington has jumped on India in 1995 when Us eyes and 
cars detected nuclear test preparations. The then Prime 
Minister Naras.mha Rao had roughly the same strategy ol 
negotiating from strength. Rao's government exchanged 
unplcascd words with Dill Clinton s administration but 
didn't go ahead. If Prime Minister Vajpayee has. « >* 
unlikely that he expected lo fool America's "tensive 
monitoring system. What satellites picked out in 1995 couio 
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have been hidden from them in 1998. That 
„<* P rob , rc mcly interesting question whether America in 
fjises tl' c cM f (hc ,„, s and decided not to try and prompt 
fact kne* ° no confirmation of this will ever be 
then'- l*: en ' froni either government. But there's 
forthconnnS ( cv j dcnCC to mount the hypothesis that 
circuinitan i hQwever grudgingly, have accepted India's 
Aw cnc* 1 7' • nuc | car status before parring down nuclear 
thesis on pa" 'J 

CJ pabihty^ ^ ^ c>$c ^ |hc f carcd sanctions may not bite too 
I In any case, all sanctions put together have fewer 
live consequences than popularly imagined. For 
ncg ' )c an American vote against India's loan applications 
"'he World Bank. IMF and ADB— cited as the costliest 
economic fall out— will not necessarily stop the money at 
the gales. America docs not have a veto in these institutions. 
And it needs to be remembered that action by America in 
1974 did not stop India from availing of multilateral loans. 
Furthermore, with economic troubles in East and Southeast 
Asia. America has strong reasons for not putting a spanner 
anywhere near the troubled works. 

Such, guarded optimism however doesn't apply to the 
domestic front. No caveats, cautions or clarifications arc 
needed to say that these explosions have blown away, for 
some lime, the troubles in New Delhi. The Prime Minister 
suddenly looks strong, and not just nice but hapless. Even 
his political advisor's grandstanding seems forgivable. The 
BJP doesn't look lost. The Opposition, with the exception of 
the Left which is unlikely to political allies can now carp 
»boui demands only at the risk of appearing silly. The low' 
>icld device isn't going to blow away Jayalahtha's high 
nuisance factor. But perceptions arc important in politics. So 
'» time. To the extent the BJP has improved one. and bought 
«hc other. Pokhran' 98 is perfect politics. 

A footnote is appropriate. Wc need no longer worry 
^°''i drinking water in villages, compulsory education, a 
"able health service, housing, or infrastructure. Wc have 
"»e hombl 

(Vk Snttemtan. May 13. I99S) 
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Big Bang Theories 



l olloping the immediate blush of national pride and a 
liitlc awe ai New Dclhis pluck, some hard policy qucstioni 
need to be asked about the government's intentions in havin s 
three niKlcar tests in R.ijasthan It is not enough to say thi % 
demonstrates India's technological power Underground 
nuclear testing is something India lias long been accepted to 
have had the know-how for. Even the addition of a hydrogen 
bomb is something that would have impressed more JO years 
ago rather than today. The countries capable of building 
atom bombs run into the dozens and include at least one 
subsaharan African country. It is also not enough to say (his 
will enhance India's security. The original 1974 Pokhran 
nuclear explosion made India a nuclear weapons power in all 
but njmc. It is noteworthy that neither Pakistan nor any 
other country ever directly confronted India on the 
battlefield aftcr-wjrds. The point of unclear deterrence is not 
th.it the weapon is ever used, but rather that it prevents the 
circumstances in which it wxjuld be used. The 1974 
explosion roughly succeeded in this goal. What the 
Bharatiaya Janta Party government has to show is that its 
decision to test the bombs was part of a larger strategy. 

If (he government's thinking was purely regional, in 
other words the tests were solely muscle flexing, the 
detonations arc difficult to defend. It is now all but 
inevitable Pakistan will test nuclear bomb. The domestic 
pressure on Islamabad will be impossible to resist. 
Unfortunately, such a test would automatically negate »ny 



c gamed from 

S»* m". TSta. cm- "»"„ 

'" . nclcn » ncn " wi v over India for decades. 

■sees -rrS' -» «r ,« 

^'hh i«r an Ind.a. i. ».H ^«ccd only 

S**«.^il Gorbachev's desenpnon of a 
.^kar^c'P 0 

^ MU,8 -°hor!cd ilTh.1 M«c BJP has imbedded the tests in 
What is hoped is ■ T| , ,, uca , | 1CS m 

K o«*»« . , congressional laws that could 

US " block fLs from the International 
SSU Fund and the World Bank. The icsls could wreck 
credit rating, scare away investors and leave the 
economy reeling. Strongly anti-nuclcar countr.es like Japan 
would probably follow suit. It has long been believed the 
••clear test preparations that led to an angry exchange with 
the US in 1995 were part of ploy by Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao 
to get India into the global nuclear proliferation has the same 
goal in mind, the tests could go down as an act of astute 
rtalpolitik. In which case come hard negotiating with the US 
should follow. It may be remembered that testing and then 
signing was exactly what China and France did in the runup 
to the comprehensive test ban treaty. However, if the BJP 
k« tested in a political vacuum then il has only shown Us 
■*V of coherence in domestic policy extends also to the 
international sphere. 

f77ro Telegraph, May 12. 199S) 
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A Moment of Pride 



| M cnt>-rniir scars aft" India «»'« *'cp on il* 
, to nuclear pimcr J«J H« vxplicab«> retreated into 

,hc H «) «'« •'" h 't"' I >- ,hc •to**"" 10 ^ M,d " CI ■ ■«* 
' „ f Ksls on Mondav denoted a hold and even audacious 

* f ina dc all ihe more startling by its suddenness. The 

• Sm.l.nu Buddha" ol has now blossomed into * new 
action of the country right to *'«" Hsclf in a manner 
uhich «i believe* •> best s.i.icd to its security interests. It 

, N ul ,honl wiymg lhal lor i1 " ,l,c ■PP cal * of ,he existing 
nuclear "d.K^nsdjy" weapons. India could not have ignored 
ihc rxl that it happens to be part ol a hostile environment 
where being pacifism is not only unfeasible but may even 
send the wrong message of weakness to countries which 
h.isc not shown ;m> sign or warning to love in friendship. 

In taking the decision to conduct the tests, therefore, the 
vovcriimcnt and Us defence experts must have taken into 
amount the fact that India liscs in a highly imperfect 
,v,>rM— mil, an avowed nuclear power on one side with 
which we have already fought a war. ami a clandestine 
nuclear power on the other, which has fought three wars with 
India and is currently engaged in n pro's)' war in Kashmir 
and Mjbversivc activities elsewhere, liivcu these highly 
disturbing factors. India could hasc hardly been expected to 
.it idle ami Ivopc that better sense will prevail among those 
of us neighbours who have been openly collaborating in 
matters of iiiismIc and other forms of lethal technology, 
whose vole purpose could only have been to intimidate India. 
At'a time of naiional pride, however, no attempts should be 
made to drive political mileage from the events, although 
there rniphi be an unfortunate tendency to do SO. The tests 
should k- seen in the uvcrall national security perspective 
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i,icli has no connection with partisan polities. 
* Before this country is subjected to any moral lectures by 
clf.appo.ntcd guardians of world peace, it has to be 
remembered that even the five nuclear powers have not only 
s | l0 wi> no inclination to follow the path of disarmament, but 
have actually legitimised their awesome arsenals through the 
|a , c% , „catics. As such, they do not really have any right to 
preach to others to refrain from possessing weapon of which 
they have enormous stockpiles, However, it is more than that 
likely that India's compulsions in confirming its nuclear 
prowess will be appreciated even those who may feel the 
need to launch formal protests. In any event, the policy of 
' ambiguity may not have been all that ambiguous after all. for 
the test could not have been conducted unless India had kept 
its nuclear powder dry all these years. To that extent. India 
was undoubtedly a nuclear power virtually since 1974 and 
this was the reason why there was so much emphasis by the, 
US at one time on capping, rolling back and eliminating 
India's capability that did not do so and kept its options open 
jv now clear. 

Having taken the fateful step. India will have to 
reiterate that its objective remains purely defensive. It has no 
hostile India to offer a "no first use" pledge, especially to 
Pakistan which may now feci the need to emerge from the 
closet after years if obfuscation about its nuclear status. It 
would be cx.rcmcly unfortunate if. in its obsessive desire to 
maintain parity with India. Pakistan initiated some kind of 
an arms race in South Asia, for the effect of any such move 
can only impose a heavy and perhaps unbearable burden oo 
"is lc>s than robust economy. As the long superpower 
confrontation during the Cold War showed, the bomb is not 
a weapon of war because no one in his right senses can use 
"• lor it will annihilate both the invader and the invaded. Its 
purpose is deterrence, simply because of horrendous 
""plications. Though a symbol of power, its possession is 
something of an unavoidable evil. In the ultimate analysis, 
ntankind should strive for its elimination. But it ha* to be a 
united effort by all countries— including the Big Five. 

(Daily Hindustan Times. May 12. 1998) 
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A Moment of Pride 

India and llic world, wc know, will react in divcru 
won to it indcrground nuclear lesis ni Poklirnn— reactions 
rj",.-i <ii fir . <-\niljration and joy lo shock and dismay to 
n-"cr 1 id rage. "Wc have no immediate comment." wax the 
tarf and uoncommillal response of a White House 
spokesman, and one could bet it was said in a sardonic tone. 
They would find ihc bangs hard lo lump, and the hatchets 
>sould '. n be put to a make Indian behave or face the 
music. So would Ihc other nuclear haves of Ihc West who go 
on stockpiling nukes but start vibrating with rage the 
moment a have-not shows any sign of nuclear capability. 
What is sauce for the goose is nol sauce for the gander. They 
were frightened it was coming, ihc moment Atal Bchari 
Vajpayee came to power. What a pother the Western media 
made of ihc possibility that India might go for a bomb. The 
economist of London went to town pontificating on how 
India would suffer if it decided to go nuclear. Docs India 
think, it asked supercilious!) . lhat it would walk with pride 
if il went nuclear? Not so. was the judgement from ihc high 
and mighty pundils of ihc Drilish press: India would have far 
more lo lose Irian tr» f '• .from il. 

May be. In icrms of pounds and dollars. But in real 
lerms. if there is anything Indian has really lo lose il is it* 
timidity and shame. If it means our begging bowls would go 
ciptx. so be it. Thai would be ihc day! So long have wc 
heen htilhcd and blackmailed am 1 bulldozed lhat wc have 
■ . ill;, lost our sclf-c\leem and pride The fall out ■">' ^ itd 
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„, , cc . n>c longuc-lashmg „,|| „ ar , a|| 
would be Hie Hircals of economy sanct,,^ and 
„f rearming our enemies Anxihwp and exerxitn„. . 
Jo »n. The D.ft Brother* be up ln ^ " 

ihcir chorus of disapproval they would have a L 7 ^ 
failed Indian cco.iom.sls and lcchiH Kra ,j and WprU) 0 ^^ 
returned burcnt.crais parroting .f the W eM , urrKd |U C jf " 
Ml A , ld -he end resu.,7 Tlicx would ... pipc d^ ^ 
,l,cy want abox c all is the Indian maikci the,, proflK 

Vatpaycc hav done well to congratulate the men hel.ind 
lhe I'okhran tests, but he himself needx ,„ Sc conprat.btcd 
He has liflcd India trom the ignomins of he™ perrxiMl 
nincompoops. kven at the com or sounding a bit jingoistic »t 
must be said lhat if India had lo gel anyxxherc. tbc r.rvl 
requisite is lo regain its self-respect and pride India's 
commitment lo peace has been firm and steadfast but let it 
not be misunderstood for cowardice and puxillanuniiy. For 
far loo long have Ihc leaders of this nations been coilcxi and 
wcak-knccd. with the result lhat India has lost all rcxpeci in 
the community of nations. In a world thai honours only 
power and might it is pointless io be meek and humble llxe'n 
if there is nothing much to crow about the IVkliran lew* tl 
sends the much-awailcd message in Ihc world India hax 
cross Ihc Rubicon. Let's rejoice. 

(IXnlr Tftc Fnr I'rvv J,tuikil fUmKn 12 5 / WV 



Road to Resurgence 

By Shckfor Ciuptn 



The triple lest at I'oUiran ends three decades of nuckat 
debate, self-denial and fence sitting. Scscral times in recent 
scars Indian leadership— irrespective of party alfiliations j a 
in era of shifting coalitions— came close lo taking the 
plunge. It is jusl as well now that tins momentous step has 
Keen taken by leaders who have always nclicscd in 
unabashed and unambiguous nuclearisation. Merc 
reassuring, even for those wlio have been arguing for 
restraint and ambiguity. the act that these leaders also 
enjoy an impeccable reputation in terms of personal integrity 
ami national commitment. It is. therefore, reasonable to 
presume that they have chosen to make so bold a dcpatiu-c 
from the past aflcr a great deal of deliberation as to what is 
best several years now. Tltc only thing that lacked was tie 
trigger device of Political svill and the kind of suprer-e 
conviction that enables leaders to move away from the 
familiar, wcll-troddci. path and thereby find thcniscUcs a 
place in history 

It was for two reasons that Mrs. Indira Gandhi failed to 
get the particular political mcg.ilonn.ngc from licr l°74 tes' 
One ssas her declining credibility during those cliaoi. 
months and the second was her inability to go the l» 
distance. Several PhDs have already been written . 
Western and Indian nuclear scholars tin the exact ,x ** n ''.. 
and .mpl.cat.on ol the lit. "mccIiiI Nuclear 
(PNL) bin the world, by am! laice. thi\ as an cxprc 
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.., weakness— and hypoc fl > y So 
arpumenl that the cxpto, lftn WJJ -^J?!** ,h * o^e*,, 
failed to derive nuy oft,, e hencf^ "T.^ 4 .1» 
accrued to a nuclear wcaponj UjIc * * »»»e •*!„,„. 
CHIT world 11,.',. ,k>*. „ |hc " ^ »»e-NPT 
Vajpayee government and as the r, ru 0 rr fe< 
indicate. India is prepared w,ih a dirslom , M,tt *«'«» 
contain the fallout by offcr.nr. m r*7* M bUnVt « «<» 
P 1a>cr in the international nuclear arm* e tL "f" ind Klis < 
j.flcrcncc now ,s that l«lia jceU , 0 plTSL^ ^ 
nuclear weapons power. This n ihc end „V !l^ r * mc " 1 
hspocr.sy ° f ** b ?-"ty-»«d 

Tins is a time Tor popular cuphon, and celebrate a~, 
celebrate we ■„,„, „ , hn ^ £»- 

a remarkable scientific capability ba.l. du,,,- , * „ 

century or international technology , r „ lfer KV J, n Jr?' 

nlso a cause for reassurance that even w tbese ey„«| Urael 

when we tend to believe vo cas.ly that aey felloe Indua". 

loyalties are purchasable r<x a r C w dollar*, a scnoUnhip or » 

green card the establishment has managed to keep sxk » 

major move a secret despite the snoopinj thai cuend from 

the Capital's garrulous cocktail circuit to outer space. Dot 

thi\ is also a lime for reflecting on where »c to from here. 

Ihc tests, though a great moral-booster for the nauoa whose 

spirits have only gone downhill, dipping with every link 

calamity or embarrassment since Operation Bhxuu ua I9J4. 

have also come at a lime when the corrency tin denotes a 

nation's strength has undergone fundamental chanje. In the 

Seventies it was the miclear mcgaioruurc at your conunaad 

that mattered. Today, it is per capital income, foreign 

exchange reserves and quality of life that aaatter. Pokhnn - 

II is like a jump-start to India's dormant, frorea spirit. Bot it 

*son't. hy itself, be a short cut to the place India wishes, and 

deserves in have on international >u?c. Ii is no* up lo 

Vaipasec and Ads am lo moderate this cuphona. contain tie 

diplomatic fallout and exploit the advantage they have tots 

themselves, and India b> creating this k* »cod of 

resurgence. 

ilHhanF.xprrv- I} - /Wy 
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, „ self ^mt.1.011 the years wc hive ,i. mud ^ 

'.' .?-,„. 2% f< ra ' «J.«rm a mcn.. lhc SUC ec„i Vc 
\ „,ncnls Ken consistent .n «hc, attitude .0 nu<| cir 
K i r-.non |-ocla* country " "» • Portion i 0 M y 
r ,P T li -N 'Ed?, would be prepared , 0 
,h '; ' ' ccrun. provisos of the 1996 Comprehensive T„, 
?hn IrcTt) de-Kiidnig »« J m,mher ° f 
rie «..al.fxmp condition has a manfu.1 tone and <*, 
.nVcre LMUy" 1.^ been 'C"«* lcd w,,h P r,dc ,Cm P Cfcd *«h 

American sanction threat, the thrush. Japanese Canadian ^ 
, C ncn anger and the mmcs made by Australia and New 
Zealand arc being used hy Ucrj.np and Islamabad tocoscrup 

then regional m« »"« "" cc wc haw: ,akcn lhc pl,,n * c ' *« 
should be rcadv to hoiwur our commitment to live in peace 
n\ a free n.n"mn. undertcrrcd by external threats. The 
questions to ask here are. Mas the global community paid 
ans mention to Pakiitan s emsh programme to develop 
'.MKlcar-capablc missiles with Chinese Assistance? WJui 
about lhc continuing proxy war against this country wiped 
Pakistan'' And what about the huge super-power ancuh 
ol mass destruction- 1 lite potential use of nuclear weapons 
has become the international currency ol power. The 
disclosures from Iraq |ati NIT signatory) expose the 
hollowncss of the inspection system The amount of nuclear 
jr ms lhc USA had taV.cn to Kuw.ul and Iraq showed hew 
srcdiblc ilsovsn commitment to lite adjuration of these killer 
weapons is Israel. South Africa. China and Pakistan all hue 
rn.-v.lc their nuclear capability known. There was awe 
demeaning panic than legitimate anger tn thtnVmg q«ner» 
when the USA equated India and Pakistan tn the n«.c« 
share without taking note of the open book the former » 
kept before the world and the voluntary 
given to the effect that it will nol use a nuclear M 
conflict Much is being made of the Amcrtean c ^ ^ 
discipline Pakistan and restrain rt from going to ^ 
India. The involvement of that country tn the troun. 
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e.shmir .mount* to a proxy war or a long 
* ' f aUr Jion. China has not been found amenable 

i-<o*« «<=." of V r h e few but major geographical problem, it 
5«* S °"T t such a situation a Clinton or a Blair cannot 
M> »" h 0 , gn the NPT merely for the satisfaction of 

f»' rl > " sU f he self-appointed international policemen. I 
<* ct ° <L the NPT. it should do so as a peaceful 
,ndii ^V/oon state what it now truly is. after ensuring that 
■urflcar we *P™ , cdgc themselves to non-interference tn 

Paki ^ ^ affairs and to the jctllcmcnt of disputes through 
^.phhours js mofc a queJ|ion 0 f discrimination 

b ' ,,,ef ' answer to the nuclear proliferation problem. A 
country with wisdom and hard-earned expertise dedicated to 
^ace cannot be hookwinked into treaties of coercion. It is 
^oonant to negate the idea of sanctions against us through 
appropriate diplomacy. No sacrir.ee to achieve the deterrent 
goal of Pokhran II will be excessive. Let us revalidate our 
technical maturity and right to defend endangered freedom 
with all our might. 

(Tlx Tribune. 13 Sfay 199$) 
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Glory through Po vcr 




arrived - u > 

smile was seen firs! in 1 974 at the same place, an oscrly 
guarded announcement verging on the concealment of an 
achievement emanated from the Cabinet of tlic ilay led by 
Indira Gandhi. Now Prime Minister Atnl Uehari Vajpayee 
had a bnel announcement in Delhi: Todav (May II). it 3:45 
p.m. India conducted three underground nuclear tests m the 
Pokhran range... The measured yield is in line with the 
cNpectcd values... These were contained explosions like the 
experiment conducted in May. 1974..." Onr scientists and 
c.mmccrs deserve ovation. The Uni^n eminent legitimately 
claims credit lor the brave decision. The political parties 
speaking joyfully in unison, have shown rare national 
solidarity and a sense of collective self-esteem Our capacity 
to make bomb has been backed for years by the will no to 
make one. But now that the time to talk peace on. 
position of strength has arrived and <»^' n ^ ^> 
Western powers has become more severe ,. .s ncct *r> « 
sav "enough is enough" and show our 
to'n ,; if widely perceived senility and do 3 dunonstra 
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